Effect of Education on Awareness, Knowledge, and Willingness to Be Vaccinated in Females of Western India.
Cervical Cancer is the second most leading cause of death among Indian women. Infection by human papillomavirus (HPV) is one of the major causes of cervical cancer. Two prophylactic HPV vaccines approved and recommended for adolescents and young women in India. However, due to lack of appropriate knowledge, education, resources, and proper communication, these tools have little impact on disease burden. It is important to understand attitude, knowledge, and beliefs of females about HPV, cervical cancer, and HPV vaccine. Hence, the present study aimed to check awareness, educate females about cervical cancer and HPV vaccine, and evaluate the major hurdles in acceptability of HPV vaccine. Total 693 females of age 16 to 40 years of diverse background were enrolled in the study. Questionnaires were prepared to assess knowledge about cervical cancer and HPV vaccine before and after education and impact of knowledge on willingness to administer the vaccine. Education was given with the help of concern physicians. Final follow-up was done after 1 month to assess the attitude towards vaccination. The overall awareness before education was found to be 20.63%; maximum in females of medical (51.37%), and paramedical background (33.33%). Improvement after education was observed in terms of improved information about etiology, symptoms, precautions, and vaccination for cervical cancer. Acceptability of HPV vaccine was found to be poor (40.11% refused to undergo vaccination and 32.17% were in dilemma/unable to decide). Besides religious beliefs, high cost of the vaccine and unavailability of proper and convincing information about the vaccine would be the chief reasons for poor acceptability of HPV vaccine.